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PROGRAM SUMMARY 
 

 

Monday, June 13                
 

Democracy in Action: Congressional Boot Camp 
Terri Giles, Formosa Foundation 
 
The ninth annual Ambassador Program commenced with 
welcome remarks by Terri Giles, Executive Director of the 
Formosa Foundation. The 22 Ambassadors were greeted 
by the program facilitators and staff, and given an 
overview of the program schedule and group 
assignments.  
 
Ms. Giles defined the Ambassador Program as a 
ñCongressional Boot Campò that challenges young 
people to take an active and meaningful part in civil 
affairs and learn how to operate effectively like ñBeltway 
insiders.ò She stressed the importance of exercising 
oneôs democratic rights and making connections with 
Congressional members. In addition, Ms. Giles briefed 
the participants on the workshops designed to cultivate 
grassroots activism and provide in-depth understanding 
of the nuances of U.S. policy, especially in dealing with 
the complex issues surrounding U.S.-Taiwan policy. 
 
 
Bridging the Gap 
Facilitators, Formosa Foundation 
 
Coming from all different locations and backgrounds, the 
Ambassador class is always a diverse group of 
individuals. As communication is an essential part of 
diplomacy, Ambassadors were randomly partnered up in 
an ice breaker exercise intended to gauge the strength 
and weaknesses of each person's interpersonal skills. 
After a brief time of exchange, each pair came in front of 
the class to introduce each other. The facilitators then 
critiqued the presenter on projection, body language, 
delivery, and pointed out areas for improvement. It was 
an excellent opportunity for the Ambassadors to get 
acquainted with one another and sharpen their public 
speaking skills. 
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Shattering Conventional Wisdom: Issues for Congress 
Julia Famularo, Georgetown University 
 
Ambassador Program facilitator Julia Famularo gave a presentation on the most critical issues in 
regards to U.S. policy towards Taiwan and the misconceptions that the general public and policy 
makers have about Taiwan. Her presentation helped the Ambassadors learn how to explain the 
issues clearly and logically to others as a means of dispelling misperceptions. A series of 
counterarguments include: (1) International participation: Taiwanôs democratic, scientific and 
technological expertise benefits the world, and that health should not be used as a political 
weapon when it comes to Taiwanôs membership status in the World Health Organization; (2) 
Economy and Trade: The global economy couldnôt function without Taiwan as Business Week 
(May, 2005) proclaimed, and that the beef only constitutes 0.01% of overall bilateral trade 
relationship so it shouldnôt stall the TIFA trade talks; (3) Security and Defense: It is in U.S. 
interests to provide Taiwan sufficient self-defense capability; (4) Democracy and Human rights: 
Taiwanôs democracy requires attention and support from the United States, citing the studies 
from the Freedom House (civil liberties scores downgraded in 2010-2011) and the 
Congressional Research Service (June 2010). Lastly, she called for broadening the agenda in 
U.S.-Taiwan relationship. 
 
 

   
 
 
Democracy and Its Dilemmas 
Mike Fonte, DPP Washington Liaison 
 
One of the first steps as an Ambassador is to understand the framework and workings of a 
democratic system. Seasoned Taiwan policy expert Mike Fonte engaged the Ambassadors in an 
exercise to simulate the dialogue involved in the government decision-making process by giving 
each Ambassador a cabinet post or advisory capacity in the current Obama administration to 
enact. Ambassadors were called to congregate in a setting where the President convenes with 
his cabinet to discuss an international crisis. Each cabinet member was expected to know U.S. 
interests and possible threat exposures in the country pertaining to his/her portfolio. Fonte then 
asked the class to brainstorm the intricate and complex considerations that goes into a policy 
affecting U.S.-Taiwan relations. 
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Inside the Beltway: Democracyôs Bumpy Road 
Joo-Jin Ong, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
 
As a professional staff member of the House 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, Joo-Jin Ong told the 
story of his personal journey to Congress and his 
seven years of experience working on Asian issues in 
the U.S. government. In light of the hearing on ñWhy 
Taiwan Matters,ò which the Ambassadors observed on 
June 17, Mr. Ong represents those who are on the 
ground, working tirelessly to deal with the hearings 
and all the pressing issues of foreign relations on a 
daily basis. Mr. Ong also explained how the hearing 
was organized, the difference between resolutions 
and bills, and why the absence of the government 
witnesses in the hearing could actually work in 
Taiwan's favor since there will be two hearings on this 
issue. Mr. Ong acknowledged that Taiwan garners 
much support on Capitol Hill. 

 
 
Tuesday, June 14                
 
Where is Taiwan Going? Issues for Congress 
Gerrit van der Wees, Taiwan Communiqué 
 
As the senior policy advisor for the Formosa 
Association for Public Affairs and the chief editor of 
the Taiwan Communiqué, Gerrit van der Wees gave 
a comprehensive overview of Taiwanôs history of 
democratization and the current issues for the 
Ambassadors to bring to Congress. He started with 
the historical milestones in the U.S.-Taiwan 
relationship, such as the ñgang of fourò in the 
Congress and the birth of Taiwan Relations Act. He 
interpreted the results of the 2008 Taiwan elections 
and its implication on Taiwanôs democracy. Mr. van 
der Wees continued with the current cross-strait 
issues that concern the U.S. Congress, including 
Chinaôs infiltration of Taiwanese media, ECFA, and 
Chinaôs interference with Taiwanôs democratic 
elections. In sum, Mr. van der Wees asked the 
Ambassadors to urge the Congress to emphasize 
support for Taiwan for the reasons of a shared value 
for democracy, respect voice of people, and make 
clear to China that it should stay out of 2012 Taiwan 
elections. 
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Effective Advocacy on Capitol Hill 
Lane Bailey, Golin Harris 
 
Lane Bailey has substantial experience in political 
consulting and Congress. His speech combined 
ñdemocracyò and ñinnovationò based on his 
credentials. He suggested that indigenous business is 
tied to democracy because only within the 
environment of democracy does innovation thrive. Mr. 
Bailey also commented on China that it must 
democratize in order to have innovation and 
marketing. Of the seven global issues addressed 
(economic re-alignment, energy, food, health, 
internet advocacy, infrastructure, and longevity), Mr. 
Bailey identified democracy as the most relevant and 
helpful for Taiwan. He argued that Taiwan should be 
seen as a better market choice than China because it 
is a democracy so there is free flow of information 
and innovation. Taiwan is a gateway to China and 
Asia more so than South Korea since intellectual 
property is safer in Taiwan. 
 

 
The State of Democracy in Asia 
Sarah Cook, Freedom House 
 
Sarah Cook represents Freedom House, an 
independent leading source of information on the 
state of freedom around the globe. Stating that 
Taiwan has been measured as a ñcountryò in 
Freedom Houseôs annual survey, the audience 
applauded Ms. Cook. She recognized that Taiwan 
plays a vital role in preserving democracy. Ms. Cook 
explained the methodology and criteria for the rating 
system, with political rights making up 40% and civil 
liberties 60%, and offered detailed analysis of the 
trend of democracy in Asia. While Taiwan scores 
among the highest, Asiaôs ranking declines below 
global average, partly owing to Chinaôs increasing 
security apparatus and suppression of dissent. In 
reference to the 2011 Freedom of the Press Report, 
Ms. Cook noted that China's rise has affected the 
region's democratic trajectory and caused Taiwanôs 
decline in press freedom ranking from 43rd in 2008 to 
48th in 2010.  
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The Role of Human Rights in U.S.-China Relations 
Sophie Richardson, Human Rights Watch 
 
Sophie Richardson from Human Rights Watch 
(HRW), an international non-profit organization, 
shared her advocacy expertise on the human rights 
situations in China, Burma, North Korea, Tibet, and 
other critical spots worldwide. Having testified to 
Congress on numerous occasions, Ms. Richardson 
used many HRW cases to show how human rights 
are factored into U.S. foreign policy. She drew 
examples from Chinaôs human rights violation and 
asserted that the U.S. has obligations to raise human 
rights issues as an extension of American values. 
There has been a rising community of human rights 
lawyers, civil rights activists, and street-level PRC 
officials to work with, according to Ms. Richardson. 
Taiwan can be a beacon of democracy for the 
Chinese public and a creative counterpart to the U.S-
China relations. 

 
 
Democracy and the 21st Century: U.S.-Taiwan-
China Relations 
Nancy Tucker, Georgetown University 
 
A renowned scholar at Georgetown University, Nancy 
Tucker, presented a historical and contemporary 
overview of the triangular Sino-American-Taiwan 
relations. Her presentation provided in-depth policy 
analysis through interesting illustrations that captured 
the audience's attention. To elaborate on why 
democracy is the strong bond between Taiwan and 
the United States, Dr. Tucker clarified historical 
developments, examined myths about past and 
present policies, and assessed issues critical for 
policymakers. From a strategic standpoint, Dr. 
Tucker warned that the Taiwan Strait today remains 
as the most dangerous place, where a war between 
the United States and China could erupt. Thus it is 
important for the U.S. to keep democratic Taiwan 
safe. Going forward, she offered her insights on the 
U.S. policy to Taiwan, including better 
communication between U.S. and Taiwan, 
educating Americans on Taiwan, focusing on the 
shared values of democracy, and being aware of the 
economic interdependence between Taiwan and 
China. 
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Wednesday, June 15         ______ 
 

Time to Straighten out Americaôs Taiwan Policy 
Rupert Hammond-Chambers, U.S.-Taiwan 
Business Council 
 
As the President of the U.S.-Taiwan Business Council 
who is heavily involved in the unofficial relations and 
bilateral trade, Rupert Hammond-Chambers gave an 
informative take on Americaôs Taiwan policy, such as 
why the mechanism of arms sale is "broken.ò Mr. 
Hammond-Chambers stated it was in Taiwan's best 
interest to strike a careful balance between the U.S. 
and China. He made suggestions for Taiwan such as 
identifying key areas to excel in and become 
indispensable to the international community, and 
improving communication with the U.S. government. 
As for the U.S., he suggested that leadership is 
needed in Congress to assist in promoting Taiwan's 
value in all aspects, such as in medicine and disaster 
relief. He encouraged both countries to reinstate 
cabinet-level visits, to establish visa waiver programs, 
and to resume the negotiation of Trade and 
Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA). 

 
 
Off the Record: Look at U.S.-Taiwan Relations (Off the Record)  
Barbara Schrage, American Institute in Taiwan 
Brent Christensen, U.S. State Department 
 
At the American Institute in Taiwan (AIT) Washington headquarters, Managing Director Barbara 
Jane Schrage and State Department Director of the Office of Taiwan Coordination, Brent 
Christensen, along with AIT senior political, economic, and military analysts, led the discussion 
on the status of U.S.-Taiwan relations. Ms. Schrage and Mr. Christensen both served as liaisons 
with its counterpart organization, the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office 
(TECRO), as well as with U.S. government agencies. They provided candid insights of the 
bilateral relationship from their experience of day-to-day communication and operation. The 
meeting was held off the record as requested by the AIT. The participants garnered good 
understanding of the U.S. administrationôs Taiwan policy in a broad spectrum, from the people-
to-people exchanges to how the critical decisions are made.  
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The Significance of Taiwan for Cross-strait Relations 
Richard Bush, Brookings Institute 
 
At the Brookings Institute, former AIT chairman and a 
tireless scholar focusing on U.S.-China-Taiwan relations, 
Richard Bush identified and defined four types of policy 
options that the U.S. engaged with China on Taiwan 
issues, including (1) political preemptive, (2) balancing, 
(3) engagement, and (4) appeasement. Mr. Bush pointed 
out that Taiwan and the U.S. currently apply a dual 
approach of balancing and engagement toward China; 
however, this mixed strategy has risks and has proven 
hard to accomplish. For Taiwan, to achieve more political 
leverage means the needs to ensure economic 
competitiveness, to strengthen self-defense capabilities, 
and to broaden public consensus. For the 2012 elections, 
the people of Taiwan will determine the costs and 
benefits of closer engagement with China. At the U.S. 
policy forefront, the U.S. has not done enough. The 
cross-strait tension reduction is not an excuse for 
diminished U.S. involvement. Reviewing the TRA is a 
dangerous move since China could benefit greatly from 
amending it to Taiwan's detriment. Mr. Bush also 
suggested the Ambassadors advocate for Taiwanôs 
importance. It is imperative for Taiwan to participate in 
the international community as much as possible and put 
the veto burden on China. 

 
 
Improving a Critical Partnership between the United 
States and Taiwan 
Scott Lilly, Center for American Progress 
 
As a former chief of staff for Congressman Obey (D-WI) 
with an extensive career in various House committees, 
Scott Lilly of the Center for American Progress 
emphasized Taiwan's value to U.S. interests, which to 
him has been underplayed in Congress. Mr. Lilly said that 
the trade interests have dominated the U.S.-China 
bilateral relationship, but other aspects must be 
considered as well. There are many conflicts of values, 
beliefs, and level of 'U.S. responsibility' in the current 
economic situation. Mr. Lilly suggested that Taiwanôs 
resurgence in Washington should be put into alternative 
perspectives, such as how vibrant and connected its 
economy is in expertise and management and how 
constructive its influence can be on China.  



 
 

  8 

Thursday, June 16            
 
House Foreign Affairs Committee Hearing: Why Taiwan Matters 
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Chair 
Howard Berman, Ranking Member 
Witnesses:  June Dreyer, University of Miami 

Randall Schriver, Project 2049 Institute 
Rupert Hammond-Chambers, U.S.-Taiwan Business Council 
Nancy Tucker, Georgetown University 

 
The Class of 2011 attended a full-committee Congressional hearing on ñWhy Taiwan Mattersò 
held by the House Foreign Affairs Committee on June 16.  The Formosa Foundation had 
requested that the H.F.A.C. held the hearing in sync with the Program so that the Ambassadors 
could participate. Four expert witnesses, who are also regular speakers of the Ambassador 
Program, testified at the hearing: Dr. June Teufel Dreyer of the University of Miami; Randall 
Schriver, former Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and the Pacific; Rupert 
Hammond-Chambers, President of the U.S.-Taiwan Business Council; and Dr. Nancy Bernkopf 
Tucker of Georgetown University. 
 
One of the Formosa Foundationôs goals is to bring the Taiwan issue to the forefront of the 
American political agenda. For over a year, the Foundation worked closely with Chairman Ileana 
Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL) and her staff to bring the important issue of ñWhy Taiwan Mattersò to the 
attention of Congress and the American people. In her statement, Ros-Lehtinen announced that 
she will be introducing legislation to strengthen the relations between the people of the United 
States and the people of Taiwan. For the first time in more than a quarter century, the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee conducted a comprehensive examination of U.S. policy towards 
Taiwan.  
 

   
 
Dr. Dreyerôs testimony focused on Taiwanôs strategic value and the importance of maintaining its 
self-defense capability. She criticized the current Taiwan administration for hijacking the judicial 
process for political gain, ñthe [prosecutorial] procedures used were often irregular.ò 
  
Randall Schriver testified that ñTaiwan has become an exemplary model of a nation that has 
peacefully and successfully used American diplomacy and aid to transition into a democratic 
nation capable of providing aid to, and setting an example for, others. Taiwan has become a 
óresponsible stakeholder,ô firmly committed to international efforts to fight terrorism, poverty, 
disease, and disaster.ò Schriver encouraged the United States to take bolder steps and be more 
robust in its support of Taiwanôs defense needs. 
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Defense, trade and foreign policy expert Rupert Hammond-Chambers recommended that the 
United States resume trade dialogue under the Trade and Investment Framework Agreement 
(TIFA) and immediately start cabinet level visits to Taiwan.  
 
U.S.-Taiwan foreign policy expert, Dr. Nancy Tucker, stressed ñTaiwan matters too much to be 
abandoned.ò Tucker also emphasized the importance of high level visits. ñSending cabinet level 
officials to Taiwan not only improves communication between Washington and Taipei, it makes 
U.S. support tangible. High level trips also serve a critical educational function within the 
government, forcing careful scrutiny of past success and continuing problems to prepare officials 
for meetings.ò 
 
During her remarks in the hearing, Chairwoman Ros-Lehtinen recognized the Formosa 
Foundation and the 22 participants of 2011 Ambassador Program. After the hearing, the 
Congresswoman met privately with the staff of the Foundation and the student ambassadors. 
 

 
Cross-Strait Engagement and Taiwanôs Eroding 
Room for Maneuver 
Robert Sutter, Georgetown University 

 
Based on his extensive study of Taiwanôs future, 
seasoned intelligence researcher Robert Sutter 
predicted a trend of ñnarrowing Straits,ò where 
Chinaôs economic, military, and diplomatic leverage 
has eroded U.S. support of Taiwan and increasingly 
constrained Taipei to accommodate eventual 
unification with China. Though an unpopular idea 
among policy elites and other stakeholders in the 
media, including politicians and interest groups, Dr. 
Sutter stated that this is the ñexisting realityò. His 
prognosis riled up the audience and many 
Ambassadors challenged his view with questions 
such as: Can Taiwan turn back this trend without U.S. 
help? Do Taiwanese desire close ties with China? Dr. 
Sutter recognized that Taiwan can help confront 
China's hegemony in Asia and prevent a disruptive 
power-shift in the region. However, the U.S. must 
reaffirm its support for Taiwan and earn Taiwanôs 
trust, to which Dr. Sutter perceived as unrealistic and 
difficult under the circumstances of a rising China, an 
indigenously weakened Taiwan, and declining U.S. 
support. 
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Friday, June 17    ________________________    
 

Update on U.S.-China Relations 
Randall Schriver, Project 2049 Institute 
 
On the day after testifying to Congress, Randall Schriver 
met with the Ambassadors to share his expertise of 
Taiwan issues and the most recent trajectory of Sino-
American relations. Contrary to Dr. Sutterôs pessimism, 
Mr. Schriver anticipated an optimal projection of Taiwanôs 
future by his first-hand observation of Chinaôs constraints 
and Taiwanôs leverage. He also denoted that closer ties 
between Straits, such as tourism and people-to-people 
exchange, might be a window to promote democracy and 
spur prosperity. Mr. Schriver dispelled Chinaôs assertive 
and confident façade and pointed out its extreme 
insecurities when it comes to domestic problems such as 
unsustainable economic growth, inflation, and unstable 
leadership transition in 2012. Appeasement has failed to 
take desirable effect as China continues to flex its power 
and refuses to cooperate with the Obama administration 
to tackle international crises. Taiwan should not just be 
relegated to a sub-issue in the U.S.-China bilateral 
relationship, but rather as an important partner for the 
U.S. to leverage all Taiwan can bring to bear on regional 
and international problem solving. 

 
 
The Taiwan Relations Act and Taiwanôs Quadrennial Defense Review: Effective 
Deterrence (Off the record) 
Joe Skinner, Department of Defense 

 
As a seasoned Pentagon staffer with years of China/Taiwan policy experience within the Office 
of Secretary of Defense (OSD), Joe Skinner made recommendations on how Taiwan can work 
to improve itself, rather than wait and rely on the U.S. for aid. Mr. Skinner explained how the 
Taiwan Relations Act continues to bind U.S.-Taiwan military relationship, but it is not a treaty, 
since the U.S.-ROC Mutual Defense Treaty terminated in 1979. Deterrence is the most credible 
strategy for Taiwan since de jure balance in cross-strait military combat is impossible. Mr. 
Skinner stated the importance of arms sales as it is the necessary deterrence for credibility and 
for survival, while raising the cost ratio of war. He also addressed the needs for a sustainable 
investment in the military of quality rather than quantity, such as mobility, deception, and decoys, 
as well as the need for innovative solutions to address the asymmetric military situation. 
Additionally, Mr. Skinner pointed out that Taiwan should reevaluate its views toward the military. 
Taiwan is a democracy, but freedom is not free. It must plan for the future.  
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U.S. Political-Military Relationship with Taiwan (Off the Record) 
David An, State Department 
 
As the State Department regulated his speech to be strictly off the record, David An met with 
the Ambassadors at lunchtime to informally interact with the enthusiastic participants. Standing 
at the forefront as a facilitator for the U.S.-Taiwan military exchange, Mr. An witnessed an 
extraordinary performance of Taiwanese air forces, whom he called ñtop notch pilotsò as they 
receive F-16 training at the U.S. military base. Recently awarded the State Department Superior 
Honor Award, Mr. An shared with the Ambassadors his work on establishing an annual visit by 
Taiwanese military and government officials to the U.S. to meet their U.S. counterparts from the 
State Department, Department of Defense, and White House National Security Council. Mr. An 
was decorated by Taiwan Defense Minister for coordinating U.S. relief efforts to Taiwan during 
Typhoon Morakot in 2009.  
 
 
U.S.-Taiwan Relationship 
Shirley Kan, Congressional Research Service 
 
Leading the foreign affairs, defense, and trade division at 
the Congressional Research Service, Shirley Kan has 
conducted extensive policy analysis, legislative reviews, 
and testimonies on Asian security since 1990. 
Congressional members and staff have heavily relied on 
her specialty in U.S. policies toward China and Taiwan. 
She told the Ambassadors that Washington and Taiwan 
have put more efforts in their respective relations with 
Beijing, but the U.S.-Taiwan relationship has not 
strengthened since 2008. The relationship should not be 
based solely on arms sales. Other salient issues such as 
visa-waver program, TIFA, extradition treaty, presidential 
transits, and appearance in allied countries should all be 
considered. Ms. Kan urged Taiwan to reconsider its 
position between the superpowers and to actively pursue 
stronger ties with the U.S. She also prompted Taiwan to 
show solidarity with the U.S. espousal of values such as 
democracy and human rights, alluding to the questions of 
downplaying Taiwan Foundation for Democracy (TFD), 
and less welcoming to the exiled Tibetan leader Dalai 
Lama and exiled Uighur leader Rebiya Kadeer. 
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Democracy and Diplomacy: The U.S.-Taiwan Partnership 
Leo Lee, TECRO 
 
At the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office 
(TECRO) headquartered in Washington, Deputy 
Representative Leo Lee gave a presentation on ñU.S.-
Taiwan Relations: A Strong and Solid Partnership.ò Chiefs of 
the Political Division, Congressional Liaison Division, 
Consular Division, and Press Division also attended this 
meeting. Mr. Lee cited official data and statistics to 
demonstrate the progress of TECROôs efforts in 
representing Taiwan government to communicate with the 
U.S. agencies. Mr. Lee addressed many notable issues that 
TECRO regularly briefed to the Obama administration and 
sought support from the Congress, including the beef issue 
as a gridlock to TIFA talks, the inclusion to the U.S. Visa 
Waiver Program (VWP), ECFA, F-16 arm sales, and 
Taiwanôs membership in the international organizations such 
as WHO, ICAO, and UNFCCC. Mr. Lee concluded his 
speech by quoting AIT Chairman Raymond Burghardt: 
ñRelations between the U.S. and Taiwan were the best in 60 
years.ò The officials encouraged the Ambassadors to 
immerse themselves in the American democratic process 
and to become staunch advocates for Taiwan. 
 
 
Defending Taiwan is Defending America 
Gordon Chang, Author and Columnist 
 
Author of The Coming Collapse of China, Gordon Chang 
spoke to the Ambassadors on the economic relationship 
between the U.S. and China, and the importance of 
Taiwan's democracy within this framework. Mr. Chang 
offered a perspective contrary to the belief in the cruciality of 
China's role in the U.S. economy. He firmly asserted that 
China is ultimately more dependent on the United States 
than the U.S. is reliant on China, thereby giving America the 
leverage. Adding that doing business in China has come at 
the cost of stolen American technologies and exported jobs, 
he argued that a relationship with Taiwan is more beneficial 
by its democratic nature. With respect to strategy and 
morals, he noted that selling out Taiwan for the sake of 
China relations would be an unwise decision. History shows 
that war rarely results between two democratic nations, but 
the same cannot be said between democratic and 
communist states, which he said, ñcannot have cooperative 
relations." 
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Saturday, June 18            
 
Narratives and Identity in Taiwanôs Democratization 
Enoch Chang, Formosa Foundation 
 
The path to democratization for Taiwan was not an easy one traveled for 
the Taiwanese people, and not one that the youth who grow up in 
America are usually aware of. Enoch Chang, the Chairman of the 
Formosa Foundation, began with a presentation on the history of Taiwan 
and the White Terror to build a background understanding for the 
Ambassadors. He continued on to tell the emotive stories of key figures, 
such as Cheng Nan-jung and Lin Yi-hsiung, in the Taiwanese movement 
for self-government and identity. His speech expressed the struggles of 
those who fought for democracy, moving the audience with the 
sentiments conveyed and reminding them that Taiwan's freedom from 
authoritarian rule was not won without sacrifice. 
 
Sovereignty, International Status, and Taiwan's Future 
John Tkacik, State Department (Ret.) 
  
As a seasoned foreign policy expert with a long diplomatic career, John 
Tkacik has vast knowledge on everything on Taiwan-China-U.S. relations. 
Mr. Tkacik gave an overview on U.S.-Taiwan relations from a historical 
perspective, citing confidential documents in the modern history with 
precise dates and first-hand stories. Regarding Taiwanôs sovereignty, Mr. 
Tkacik argued that given Taiwan possesses "a permanent population, a 
defined territory, a government, and the capacity to enter into relations 
with the other states," it meets the description of a "state" under the 1933 
Montevideo Convention. Mr. Tkacik also emphasized that since 1947, the 
U.S. does not accept that Taiwan is a part of China. The U.S. position 
was evident from the State Department's alarmed demarche to the UN in 
2007, which stated that the idea of Taiwan as "integral part of the 
People's Republic of China" is "not universally held by UN member states, 
including the United States." Taiwan must reassert sovereignty, which is 
ultimately determined by the people of Taiwan for their own future. 
 
Why Taiwanôs Democracy Matters 
Stephen Yates, D.C. International Advisory 
 
As a Beltway insider and former Deputy Assistant to the Vice President 
Dick Cheney at the White House, Stephen Yates recounted his journey 
from a missionary in Taiwan to a policymaker of U.S. foreign policy 
priorities. His extraordinary path of life led to his candid advice to the 
young Ambassadors: ñalways fight against established thinking.ò Mr. 
Yates unveiled how issues are debated by the Presidentôs top advisors, 
and how decisions are made in the White House. He viewed China as the 
exception to the U.S. foreign policy due to Chinese governmentôs 
exceptional maneuvers in the world. 
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U.S.-Japan-Taiwan Triangle  
June Teufel Dreyer, University of Miami 
 
June Teufel Dreyer identified Japan's growing relevance in the relations among U.S., China, and 
Taiwan. She explained how the relations have developed, and the policy implication for the 
current situation. Dr. Dreyer stated that Taiwan and Japan are interdependent with each other in 
light of Chinaôs rise, and that it is in both countries' interests for Taiwan to remain autonomous 
and free of China's control. Dr. Dreyer reiterated the close and complex ties of Japan and 
Taiwan from colonization to date, and that Japan is an essential ally to Taiwan.  
  
Issue Presentation 
Ambassadors, Formosa Foundation 
 
Each Ambassador was assigned a group to research one of four issues, which included: (1) 
Democracy and Human Rights (2) Security and Defense (3) Economic and Trade Relations and 
(4) International Participation. Through this project, the Ambassadors were able to demonstrate 
independence as they engaged in individual research prior to and during the first week of the 
program, as well as teamwork through the combination of all the group members' gathered 
information into a fluid and cohesive presentation.  
 

  
 
Each group had something valuable to share. The Democracy and Human Rights group 
explained the impact and value of Taiwan, while expressing concern over the erosion of justice 
and democracy and what the possibility of the loss of Taiwan's democracy could mean for the 
United States. The group on Security and Defense talked about the value of Taiwan's strategic 
location and addressed the United States, Taiwan and China individually on military aspects, 
making the recommendation to ask for support of F-16 sales to Taiwan. Noting the benefits of 
trade with Taiwan, the group on Economic and Trade Relations talked about Taiwan's economic 
role in the world and the importance of a trade partnership and a Visa Waiver program between 
Taiwan and the United States. Lastly, the group on International Participation highlighted 
Taiwan's role in disaster relief, climate control and alternative energy, and emphasized the 
contributions Taiwan could make with its entry into international organizations. After every 
presentation, the Program Facilitators provided helpful feedback for each group for the 
Ambassadors to reflect and improve upon.   
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Monday, June 20                       
 
China Making Waves in the Taiwan Strait 
Carolyn Bartholomew, U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission 
 
At the U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission (USCC), Commissioner Carolyn 
Bartholomew introduced the Congress-mandated USCC as the ñonly functioning bipartisan 
establishment in Washingtonò in which twelve commissioners produce reports by consensus and 
testify regularly in the hearings. Ms. Bartholomew observed that the two parties are strange 
bedfellows on the China issue, especially in terms of trade and defense, whereas Taiwan has 
always had ña reservoir of good will and supportò given its strategic importance, successful 
democratization and economic growth. She underscored democracy as Taiwan's prime 
importance to the international arena. Having been the chief of staff to former House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi and served Congress for decades, Ms. Bartholomew encouraged the 
Ambassadors to exercise the First Amendment right to petition. She highlighted hot topics for 
the 112th Congress such as U.S. job security and Chinaôs military threat to help the 
Ambassadors frame the messages when they visit Capitol Hill in the following days. 
 
 

   
 
 
Washingtonôs Current Taiwan Debate 
Walter Lohman 
 
Having hosted many Taiwanese officials and political figures at the Heritage Foundation, Walter 
Lohman stressed the importance of communication in U.S.-Taiwan relations. Mr. Lohman 
criticized the administrationôs delay with the arms sales package as a self-fulfilling prophecy: the 
longer the delay, the larger the arms sales package, the larger the surprise and reaction from 
China. He was also concerned that the lack of cabinet-level visits and TIFA talks is creating a 
precedence of the loss of space for Taiwan. To maintain a normalized flow of relationship and a 
full range of contact between both democracies, Mr. Lohman supported lifting unnecessary 
restrictions on Taiwanese officialsô visits, such as granting more flexibility on transits and inviting 
retired leaders rather than lower-level officials. He also pointed out that relations with China are 
only good in atmosphere. There have only been meetings, but not any shared interest or 
activities. In consequence, Taiwan gets nothing from appeasement. He suggested that Taiwan 
should "squeak" along to gain deserved attention. 
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How Congress Really Works 
Tamara Luzzatto, Pew Charitable Trusts 
 
Having worked for former Senator Hillary Clinton, Tamara 
Luzzatto of the Pew Charitable Trusts took her first-hand 
experience as Chief of Staff and shared it with the 
Ambassadors to shed light on the inner workings of 
Congress. She began by describing the structure of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate, segueing into the 
process by which decision-making and bills follow in the 
legislature. Though not every bill makes it to the President's 
desk, she noted that a bill could still be significant to 
members of Congress through media attention and 
grassroots campaignsðthese are the value of what Ms. 
Luzzatto described as a message bill and organizing bill, 
where behavior can be changed before changing law. A 
message bill should be introduced in the House and 
Senate for Taiwan. Ms. Luzzatto concluded her 
presentation by giving advice to the Ambassadors to 
takeaway for their congressional meetings and future 
advocacy efforts. 
 
 

Democracy: Taiwanôs Strategic Asset 
Louisa Greve, National Endowment for Democracy 
 
Louisa Greve of the National Endowment for Democracy met 
with the Ambassadors to talk about what she argues to be 
Taiwan's single greatest strategic asset: its democracy. 
Democracy should be Taiwan's main marketing point. She 
pointed out the criteria for democracy: watchdog groups, 
electoral competition, and civil concerns brought to politics. 
As a nation that struggled against authoritarian rule, Taiwan 
is a model of a strong Asian democracy. Ms. Greve argues 
that though not much can be done about China, there is 
much that can be done about Taiwan to strengthen its 
presence in the international community, and it all revolves 
around the emphasis of Taiwan's democratic culture. Civil 
rights, such as the freedom of speech and expression, have 
created an online culture that encourages participation and is 
conducive to democracy. Ms. Greve reminded that if Taiwan 
desires to be seen as a democracy, it must project itself 
externally and make friends. This is the only leverage Taiwan 
has over China and the best way to increase its international 
space. She suggested that the Taiwan Foundation for 
Democracy should be part of United Nations democracy 
fund.  
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Tuesday - Friday, June 21 - 23   __________      
 
After eight intensive days of workshops and lectures, as well as nightly research, group 
discussions and mock Congressional meeting sessions, the 2011 class of Formosa Foundation 
Ambassadors devoted the last fours days of the Program to meet with their elected 
representatives in Congress to discuss U.S. policy towards Taiwan. The 22 Ambassadors put 
the knowledge and skills learned into practice as they met with Members of Congress and their 
staff.   
 
The Class of 2011 altogether held a total of 133 meetings from 44 different states. Of these 
meetings, 95 were in the House and 38 in the Senate. In the House, they met with 34 
Democrats and 61 Republicans from 38 states.  On the Senate side, meetings constituted 18 
Democrats, 18 Republicans and 2 Independents from 25 states. Eighteen Representatives and 
nine Senators personally attended the meetings. (See Visitation Roster on pages 35 for a 
detailed list of offices visited.) 
 
In each meeting the Class of 2011 Ambassadors emphasized the importance of Taiwan to the 
U.S. in terms of economic and strategic interests, as well as the democratic and human rights 
values shared by both countries. The Ambassadors urged each member of Congress to (1) 
support Taiwanôs human rights and democracy; (2) ensure peace and stability in the Asia-Pacific 
region by ensuring Taiwanôs self-defense capabilities, including the sale of the F-16 C/D fighters; 
(3) strengthen the U.S.-Taiwan economic and trade relationship by resuming dialogue on a 
Trade and Investment Framework Agreement; (4) facilitate Taiwanôs participation in international 
organizations and entrance into the World Health Organization (WHO); and (5) grant visa 
waivers to the people of Taiwan. 
 
The Ambassadors also requested members of Congress to sign a House resolution and a letter 
to the President, urging for his approval on the sales of F-16 to Taiwan. We also supported other 
resolutions.  
 
   Ambassador group photo with Senator Sherrod Brown (D-OH) 
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Photos (from left to right): Representative Adam Schiff (D-CA), Senator Jeanne Shaheen (D-
NH), Representative Sam Johnson (R-TX), Representative Dan Burton (R-IN), Representative 
Jackie Speier (D-CA), Representative Trey Gowdy (R-SC) 
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Friday, June 24          ____ 
 
Closing Ceremony and Press Briefings 
 
After the last morning of meeting with 
members of Congress and their staff, the 
Ambassadors attended the closing ceremony 
at the Congressional Meeting Room. Each 
Ambassador received a certificate upon their 
completion of the 2011 Ambassador Program. 
The Ambassadors took turns sharing their 
experience. Many acknowledged the program 
as challenging but rewarding with excellent 
results. The graduates vowed to stay on top of 
the current Taiwan issues through the 
Formosa Foundation and to continue their 
advocacy efforts by staying engaged with 
Congressional members. 
 
At the press conference, Executive Director 
Terri Giles briefed to the members of media 
(1) the outcome of the 2011 Ambassador 
Program, (2) follow-up to the Congressional 
Hearing on ñWhy Taiwan Matters,ò and (3) 
what is next on the Washington agenda. Ms. 
Giles reported in details of how Formosa 
Foundation started and continues to engage 
with the office of Congresswoman Ileana Ros-
Lehtinen to push for the hearing on ñWhy 
Taiwan Mattersò. The press also asked Ms. 
Giles to comment on the F-16 prospects, and 
interviewed several Ambassadors on their 
experience and impression.  
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PRESS COVERAGE 
 
 
To view the selective news coverage of the 2011 Ambassador Program, please see the 
attachments and the links below: 
 
 

̔ Ҍ  (  Front Page Headline)  
http://www.libertytimes.com.tw/2011/new/jun/26/today-t1.htm 
http://www.formosafoundation.org/press-room/documents/LibertyTimesfrontpage.pdf 
 

 
 

http://www.formosafoundation.org/press-room/documents/LibertyTimesfrontpage.pdf
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U.S. lawmaker plans another hearing 
http://taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2011/06/26/2003506731 

TAIWAN MATTERS: The Formosa Foundation said that it hoped the second 
hearing planned by Representative Ileana Ros-Lehtinen would focus on 
democracy in Taiwan 

By Nadia Tsao  /  Staff Reporter in Washington 

A recent US Congressional hearing held by US Representative Ileana Ros-Lehtinen on ñWhy 
Taiwan Mattersò suggests continued US support for Taiwan and that Washington would not 
abandon Taiwan, Formosa Foundation chief executive Terri Giles said yesterday. 

Ros-Lehtinen, who is also chairman of the US House of Representativesô Foreign Affairs 
Committee, is planning to organize and invite administration officials to a second congressional 
hearing on issues concerning Taiwan at the end of the year, Giles said, adding that she hoped 
the discussion would focus on democracy in Taiwan. 

The June 16 hearing held by Ros-Lehtinen before the House Foreign Affairs Committee was the 
first hearing on Taiwan to be held in Congress in seven years. 

The Los Angeles-based Formosa Foundation, which played an important role in making the 
hearing happen, also had members of this yearôs ñAmbassador Programò observe the hearing. 

The Ambassador Program is a congressional program organized by the foundation with the aim 
of deepening each participantôs knowledge of international relations, with an emphasis on US-
Taiwan relations. 

During the graduation ceremony for program participants yesterday, Giles called on the 
members to bring messages of support for Taiwan back to their electoral district, adding that 
they should never be pessimistic about Taiwanôs future. 

Taiwan Relations ACT 

Giles said that Ros-Lehtinen was drafting an act in relation to the Taiwan Relations Act (TRA), 
adding that the foundation was also actively communicating with the congresswomanôs office to 
convey their hope that changes would not be made to the TRA, but to clarify Congressô 
legislative intent in the act. 

For example, the TRA supports Taiwanôs meaningful participation in the international 
community, but the administration often interprets it in a relatively narrow sense, Giles said, 
adding that arms sales between the two nations should not be on and off like they are now. 

http://taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2011/06/26/2003506731
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The US Congress should bring forth a better interpretation and enforcement of the TRA that fits 
the current reality as the existing act was enacted when Taiwan was not yet a democratic nation, 
she added. 

The Formosa Foundation, a non-profit organization established in 2001, aims to promote 
understanding and support for Taiwan within the US, encouraging and offering opportunities for 
Taiwanese youth to participate in US politics, as well as promoting friendship among people in 
the Asia-Pacific. 

ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY CNA 
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ᶏ  
http://www.formosafoundation.org/press-room/documents/TaiwanDailyB03-0618.pdf 

 

http://www.formosafoundation.org/press-room/documents/TaiwanDailyB03-0618.pdf

