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House Foreign Affairs Committee Chair Asserts US Commitment to the People of Taiwan
Ros-Lehtinen Will Introduce Legislation to Enhance the Taiwan Relations Act

SEEE 1T E B 7;@
WE*?3£@$£JF%¥EE;§FTE’]ﬁﬁgdfii[ !

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Today the Chairman of the U.S. House Committee on Foreign Affairs, lleana Ros-Lethinen (R-FL),
announced during a full committee hearing that she will be introducing legislation to enhance the Taiwan Relations Act.
For the first time in more than a quarter century, the House Foreign Affairs Committee conducted a comprehensive
examination of U.S. policy towards Taiwan.
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In her opening statement, Ros-Lehtinen expressed her strong commitment to Taiwan’s security and her support for the
immediate sale of new F-16 fighters to Taiwan. Ros-Lehtinen also expressed her strong disagreement with suggestions
that the U.S. should cut ties to Taiwan and seek closer relations with China. During the standing room only hearing, Ros-
Lehtinen emphasized that the United States “must strive to help preserve a Taiwan that reflects the aspirations of its
people.”
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Formosa Foundation Executive Director, Terri Giles said “this hearing represents a historic step in demonstrating the
United States’ continued support for the people of Taiwan and their democracy.” During her remarks Ros-Lethinen
issued a stern warning to the naysayers: “the United States is a Pacific power and plans to remains so in this century and
beyond.”
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Howard Berman (D-CA), Ranking Member, pointed out that the military balance is shifting in China's favor. He quoted a
Pentagon assessment that many of Taiwan's nearly 400 combat aircraft were no longer operationally capable. "Taiwan
urgently needs new tactical fighters. | encourage the administration to work closely with Congress in meeting our

obligations," he said.
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Congressman Steve Chabot (R-OH) called for high level visits between the U.S. and Taiwan. He also issued a strong
rebuke to the current Taiwan government for what he called questionable allegations of wrongdoing by the previous
administration. "To me there is the scent of the criminalization of politics," Chabot said. "It smacks of Third Worldism,
and Taiwan is much better than that.”
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The expert panel of witnesses consisted of Dr. June Teufel Dreyer, Professor of Political Science at University of Miami
and Senior Fellow at Foreign Policy Research Institute; former Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for East Asia and the
Pacific, Randall G. Schriver, who is also a founding partner at Armitage International LLC. and President & CEO of the
Project 2049 Institute; Rupert J. Hammond-Chambers, President of the U.S.-Taiwan Business Council and a Member of
National Committee on United States-China Relations; Dr. Nancy Bernkopf Tucker, Professor at the School of Foreign
Service, Georgetown University.
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Dr. Dreyer’s testimony focused on Taiwan’s strategic value and the importance of maintaining its self-defense capability.
She criticized the current Taiwan administration for hijacking the judicial process for political gain, “the [prosecutorial]
procedures used were often irregular.”
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Randall Schriver testified that “Taiwan has become an exemplary model of a nation that has peacefully and successfully
used American diplomacy and aid to transition into a democratic nation capable of providing aid to, and setting an
example for, others. Taiwan has become a ‘responsible stakeholder,” firmly committed to international efforts to fight
terrorism, poverty, disease, and disaster.” Schriver encouraged the United States to take bolder steps and be more
robust in its support of Taiwan’s defense needs.
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Defense, trade and foreign policy expert Rupert Hammond-Chambers recommended that the United States resume
trade dialogue under the Trade and Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA) and immediately start cabinet level visits

to Taiwan.
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U.S.-Taiwan foreign policy expert, Dr. Nancy Tucker, stressed “Taiwan matters too much to be abandoned.” Tucker also
emphasized the importance of high level visits. “Sending cabinet level officials to Taiwan not only improves
communication between Washington and Taipei, it makes US support tangible. High level trips also serve a critical
educational function within the government, forcing careful scrutiny of past success and continuing problems to prepare

officials for meetings.”
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For over a year, the Formosa Foundation has worked closely with Ros-Lethinen and her staff to bring the important issue
of “Why Taiwan Matters” to the attention of Congress and the American people. During her remarks, the
Congresswoman recognized the Formosa Foundation and the 22 participants of its 2011 Ambassador Program, which
was being held concurrently in Washington D.C. After the hearing, the Congresswoman met privately with the staff of
the Foundation and the student ambassadors on the steps of the Capitol.
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Committee members that attended the hearing include: Chair, lleana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL), Ranking Member, Howard
Berman (D-CA), Dan Burton (R-IN), Steve Chabot (R-OH), Gerald Connolly (D-VA), Renee Ellmers (R-NC), Eni
Faleomavaega (D-AS), Jeff Fortenberry (R-NB), Brian Higgins (D-NY), Donald Manzullo (R-IL), Donald Payne (D-NJ), David
Rivera (R-FL), Ed Royce (R-CA), and Joe Wilson (R-SC).
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Formosa Foundation student Ambassadors attend the hearing (Photo: Formosa Foundation)
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Chairman lleana Ros-Lehtinen with Formosa Foundation Staff (Photo: Formosa Foundation)
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Formosa Foundation Chairman Enoch Chang speaking with former U.S. Representative Lester Wolff, who co-authored
the 1979 Taiwan Relations Act (Photo: Formosa Foundation)
AL M T2 R S SR AT 11070 F RS D GRREELS
FrEd)

Hit#



