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Formosa Betrayed Screens in Washington
U.S. Senator: Taiwan’s Democracy Is Result of Many Sacrifices

Nadia Tsao, Washington Correspondent (English translation courtesy of Formosa Foundation)

September 14, 2009
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“This is a very touching film. I can feel the
emotions in it,”said Congressman David Wu,
who was born in Taiwan, after attending the
screening of the movie Formosa Betrayed.

Senator Sherrod Brown, a long-time strong
supporter of Taiwan, said that he used to think
Taiwan’s democracy was a miracle and now
understands that it happened because many
people made enormous sacrifices. “Although the
current US policy is not what we had hoped for,
but | join you in dreaming of the day that the US
policy will move towards ‘One China, One
Taiwan, One Tibet’ and the values of democracy
and human rights can reach out to more places
including China,” Brown told the audience
before the film.
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) Rep. David Wu (middle), Rep I\/I|chael McCaul (3" right),
producer Will Tiao (2™ Right), actor Tzi Ma (2™ left)—photograph by

Nadia Tean
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The screening at Washington’s Newseum was sponsored by the Formosa Foundation. Mark Chen, former
Foreign Minister of Taiwan, Rep. David Wu (D-OR) and family, Senator Sherrod Brown (D-OH),
Congressman Michael McCaul (R-TX) from Texas, were joined by more than a hundred congressional
staff and friends of Taiwan. The reaction from the audience was enthusiastic and Rep. David Wu stayed

for the Q&A following the feature presentation.
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Produced by M iao, the movie focuses on the murder of a Taiwanese American professor. When an
FBI agent goes to Taiwan to investigate the murder case, he witnesses a Taiwan under martial law, and
unravels the political cover-up by the Taiwanese authoritarian regime. The film draws allusions to the
murders of Henry Liu, Chen Wen-chen and the Lin family (Lin Yi-hsiung). The film, which is mostly
funded by Taiwanese Americans, examines Taiwan’s politics and US-Taiwan relation from a Taiwanese
perspective.
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ue to budgetary constraints, the film was partly filmed in Thailand. The cast was mostly Asian
Americans. The audience in Taiwan may have a different experience of the authenticity of the film.
However, Mark Chen, who was black-listed by the KMT government, said that the film actually reminded
him of the Taiwan before he moved to the United States. Martin Morris, an attorney in DC, enjoyed the
movie. Although he is not familiar with the politics of Taiwan, he said can fully appreciate the story and
the emotions in the film.
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he film not only criticizes the KMT but also the US government. John Tkacik, a retired U.S. Foreign
Services Officer at the State Department, pointed out that the American Institute in Taiwan, Central
Intelligence Agency and Congress were actually highly concerned about the democratic movement in
Taiwan at that time, and did make stride in pushing the Taiwan government to democratize. He felt sad
that the US government was portrayed as a bad guy in the film. Will Tiao responded by stating that his
team has done much research to substantiate the historical claims made by the film, and that he welcomes
challenges and debate from all sides, even though the film is not a documentary.
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